
Greetings Alabama and Arkansas Drug-Free Communities (DFC) 
Coalitions. 

Welcome to the Monthly Happenings Gazette; our monthly 
snapshot resource for highlighting and sharing current events, 
announcements, learning opportunities, resources and YOUR
coalition’s success stories. Please note that this is NOT a formal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), DFC or Office of 
National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) approved gazette, but a safe 
space for sharing resources and other information that others may 
find useful.  

Summer is quickly approaching and I hope all of you are able to take 
some time to enjoy much-needed vacations and/or family time. Also, 
be sure to take time to reflect on all the great things you’ve 
accomplished to date. 

This month, keep in mind the following reminders:
▪ For programmatic questions and concerns, feel free to contact 

me, your assigned Project Officer. 
▪ Contact your assigned Grants Management Specialist (GMS) 

with questions and concerns regarding day-to-day fiscal and 
grants management topics. Be sure to CC me on emails for my 
awareness.  

▪ Include your grant number in the Subject Line of all emails. 
▪ Notify myself and your GMS of immediate key personnel 

changes. 
▪ Continuously check DFC and CARA Me to ensure all 

requirements are met. 
▪ Reach out to peers and other DFC coalitions to seek out 

solutions, share information, and COLLABORATE! 

Happy Reading! 

~ Bianca

Monthly Happenings Gazette
May 2023



Alabama Coalitions 

▪ Addiction Prevention Coalition – Birmingham, AL

▪ Alabaster for Tomorrow – Alabaster, AL

▪ Children's Policy Council of Dallas County, Alabama Inc. – Selma, AL

▪ Drug Free Andalusia – Andalusia, AL

▪ Impact Montevallo – Montevallo, AL

▪ Safe and Healthy Homewood – Homewood, AL
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https://apcbham.org/
http://www.alabasterfortomorrow.com/
http://dchopedealers.com/
http://www.facebook.com/drug_free_andalusia
http://www.impactmontevallo.com/
https://www.homewood.k12.al.us/Page/4372


Arkansas Coalitions 

▪ Boone County Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition – Harrison, AR

▪ Cross County Hometown Health Coalition – Wynne, AR 

▪ Drug-Free Ashley County Coalition – Crossett, AR

▪ Independence County Hometown Wellness Coalition – Batesville, AR

▪ Mental Health, Substance and Drug Abuse Coalition – El Dorado, AR

▪ NWA Tobacco and Drug Free Coalition – Springdale, AR
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http://www.facebook.com/BCSAPC
https://www.facebook.com/people/Drug-Free-Ashley-County-Coalition/100082929536754/
https://www.nwatdfc.com/


Current Events
• Anti-trans bills take toll on mental health

• Biden admin partnering with social media influencers to warn about 
fentanyl dangers

• Biden-Harris Administration Designates Fentanyl Combined with 
Xylazine as an Emerging Threat to the United States

• Helping teens face America’s mental health crisis

• How xylazine – a tranquilizer showing up in fentanyl – makes it 
harder to slow overdose deaths

• Parenting style can significantly influence a child's mental health, new 
study finds

• Schools across the country say more students are asking for mental 
health services

• States consider fentanyl education as teen deaths increase

• The Black Youth Mental Health Epidemic: A Crisis in Its Own Right

• Why are teen girls in crisis? It's not just social media

• Xylazine: The new overdose crisis

• Young kids are at risk of suicidal ideation too. Here's what mental 
health professionals recommend parents do if their child is struggling
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https://www.axios.com/2023/04/11/anti-trans-bills-toll-mental-health
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/biden-admin-partnering-with-social-media-influencers-to-warn-about-fentanyl-dangers-168206405715
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp/briefing-room/2023/04/12/biden-harris-administration-designates-fentanyl-combined-with-xylazine-as-an-emerging-threat-to-the-united-states/
https://thehill.com/opinion/congress-blog/3957572-helping-teens-face-americas-mental-health-crisis/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2023/04/04/xylazine-narcan-overdose-deaths/11555844002/
https://abcnews.go.com/GMA/Family/parenting-style-significantly-influence-childs-mental-health-new/story?id=98266998
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/15/1163617428/schools-across-the-country-say-more-students-are-asking-for-mental-health-servic?fbclid=IwAR2MdIMEViQNcSMlVqto-OaqVM8wjoDnW5WeCL8oaHQ7ewTbmdzEXQWteP4
https://www.k12dive.com/news/states-consider-fentanyl-education/647120/
https://www.psychiatrictimes.com/view/the-black-youth-mental-health-epidemic-a-crisis-in-its-own-right
https://apnews.com/article/teens-girls-mental-health-social-media-928d45094e94fccb81e1fa9aca30fcdf
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-04-xylazine-overdose-crisis.html
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/young-kids-suicidal-thoughts-what-to-do-133048248.html


Deadlines and Deliverables

• CADCA’s 2023 Blue Ribbon Awards – Formerly called the Got Outcomes! Awards, this process nationally recognizes coalitions that 

create positive, long-lasting changes in their communities by implementing a comprehensive and feasible plan guided by local data. 

Applications are due June 30, 2023. 

• DFC Progress Report – The DFC Program is moving into an Annual Progress Reporting cycle. The next report will be due in August 

2023 and will cover a reporting period of August 1, 2022, to July 31, 2023. Be sure to check your DFC and CARA Me profiles to ensure 

that all requirements are met. Data entry can begin now.

Webinars and Conferences

• CADCA's 22nd Annual Mid-Year Training Institute – This year’s Mid-Year will be held in Dallas, TX from July 16-20, 2023. 

• Exploring the Relationship Between Bullying and Substance Use – In this webinar, presenters will discuss the relationship between 
substance use and the perpetration of bullying or victimization through bullying, the risks of both behaviors, and recommendations for 
educators in addressing these problems. The webinar will be held on May 23, 2023 from 2pm to 3pm EST. 

• SafeSide Framework for Suicide Prevention in Rural Communities – The UR Medicine Recovery Center of Excellence, with funding from 
the Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA), partnered with SafeSide Prevention to provide a workshop focused on suicide 
prevention training for service providers in rural communities. This free workshop will be held May 23, 2023 and/or July 25, 2023 from 
12pm to 3pm EST. 

• Understanding Your Coalition Snapshots Webinar – The DFC & CARA National ICF Evaluation team will be hosting a webinar on May 4, 
2023 from 2pm to 3pm EST on how to understand and utilize your coalition snapshots. To register, use the hyperlink above. 

Future 
Happenings
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https://www.cadca.org/2023-Blue-Ribbon-Coalitions
https://cadca.org/myti2023
https://edc.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bgb8Ki43upCk5LM
https://safesideprevention.com/rural
https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/e7mQz0a-AEqXAIHOT_G39g,p3PZFH9vGEyJZtibPWFKeA,Bdo5q5bQs0mF7dVfnuBcfQ,hf5viXyeT0qVoZFP3WZE0Q,RVYH8qCFME6J51ZXX1XdrA,frlnEATk8UG3PlGQy_Xycw?mode=read&tenantId=cf90b97b-be46-4a00-9700-81ce4ff1b7f6


Articles
• Azagba, S., Ebling, T., & Shan, L. (2023). Sexual Minority 

Youth E-Cigarette Use. Pediatrics, 151(3), 1-9. 
https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2022-058414

• Bailey, J., Tiberio, S., Kerr, D., Epstein, M., Henry, K., & 
Capaldi, D. (2023). Effects of Cannabis Legalization on 
Adolescent Cannabis Use Across 3 Studies. American 
Journal of Preventive Medicine, 64(3), 361-367. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2022.09.019

• Horowitz, L., Bridge, J., Tipton, M., Abernathy, T., Mournet, 
A., Snyder, D., lanzillo, E., Powell, D., Schoenbaum, M., 
Brahmbhatt, K., & Pao, M. (2022). Implementing Suicide Risk 
Screening in a Pediatric Primary Care Setting: From 
Research to Practice. Academic Pediatrics, 22(2), 1-10. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acap.2021.10.012

• Longmore, M., Sevareid, E., Manning, W., Giordano, P., 
Clemens, W., & Taylor, H. (2022). Adolescents’ Frequency of 
Alcohol Use and Problems from Alcohol Abuse: Integrating 
Dating Partners with Parent and Peer Influences. Journal of 
Youth and Adolescence, 51, 320-334. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-021-01486-0

• Nicholson, J., Marcum, C., & Higgins, G. (2022). Predictors of 
Prescription Drug Misuse among High School Students in the 
United States. Deviant Behavior, 43(1), 91-101. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2020.1785237

• Petersen, J., Drummond, M., Crossman, S., Elliot, S., 
Drummond, C., & Prichard, I. (2023). Mental health promotion 
in youth sporting clubs: predictors of stakeholder participation. 
BMC Public Health, 23(481), 1-8. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-15377-5
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https://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2022-058414
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2022.09.019
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acap.2021.10.012
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-021-01486-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639625.2020.1785237
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-023-15377-5


Tools and 
Resources

• Addressing the Intersection of Suicide, Overdose, and Adverse Childhood Experiences: What is the    
Capacity of Local Health Departments – Results form the National Fielding of the SPACECAT

• American Academy of Pediatrics’ Blueprint for Youth Suicide Prevention 

• CADCA’s Sustainability Primer: Fostering Long-Term Change to Create Drug-Free Communities

• CDC’s Academic Detailing to Enhance Overdose Prevention: An Implementation Guide for Organizations

• CDC’s National Recovery Month Partner Toolkit (For the month of September) 

• CDC’s Up and Away Campaign 

• DEA’S Emoji Drug Code

• GrantSolution Job Aides and Instruction Sheets (See “Training Resources”) 

• OpiRescue App

• U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) Annual National Youth Tobacco Survey Results
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https://www.naccho.org/uploads/downloadable-resources/SPACECAT_report_r6.pdf
https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/blueprint-for-youth-suicide-prevention/
https://cadca.org/resources/sustainability-primer-fostering-long-term-change-create-drug-free-communities
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/pdf/Academic-Detailing-Implementation-Guide-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/awareness/recovery-month.html
https://www.cdc.gov/medicationsafety/protect/campaign.html
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/2021-12/Emoji%20Decoded.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/grants/grantsolutions/actions-roles-training.html
https://opisafe.com/products/opirescue
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/youth-and-tobacco/results-annual-national-youth-tobacco-survey?utm_campaign=ctp-connect&utm_content=landingpage&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=stratcomms


Project Officer Contact Information:

Bianca S. Anderson, MPH          

Telephone: 404.498.2089
Mon - Thurs. 7:30AM – 6:00PM EST         

Email: qky4@cdc.gov

DISCLAIMER: The Monthly Happenings Gazette is published by Bianca Anderson. THIS IS NOT a CDC, DFC 
or ONDCP endorsed product, and the views of this gazette do not represent those of CDC, DFC, or ONDCP. 

Monthly Playlist:

▪ No More Rain – Angie Stone

▪ It’s Gonna Rain – Kelly Price 


